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'lhB G<'eat 8.dhl Kall with it. foot the othotr 

the .ur. than ta'I of tha all 

u. 'Iha AepoBitDt'y ill truly In the 

WDlIaI' hall. bcJiIla and boo or thnIe QJ.llts an. atn\I"q8d at -n of the 

<:Nf!1r ei<jlty plaoM "*'enI IIOr1kIJ sleE'l'. 'Iha ather JIIOrb' OIIl.le aA all 

WJ:Y bMutifl1l. In tha 8UtnI Pa/IcIing Cloister T'D ware D:Ir8 than 

eJqIty lID\kII, Md'I.tI.dyinq the tripitMa.9 D'I the. Fan-hIli 11 Tc:wer 

is a lif-.iz. Ihot I --. today _ the 

DJSt -:Fdtioent of 'lhe 'JrUt IoIlo NrYI!II _ 

abbot. prepaAd a YIIgetad., of rare dJ..\IhN and tine doaliaoei ... It 

_ ..t splardid. At. 4:30, _ <:raIOOId the river ard n;ot11med to the 

pavilion to lWIt. (Ill/9/10) 

nu.. is n:::ot the fUlI_ dIler:::dpUczt JOjin ha6 to otfl!ll.", but. it 91_ ;I. SEI'I&e 

of his narntive sldlla. 'l'ypiallly, hit will ooretully note the bu.il<lin<Js he saw 

and the ilIIIges they OI2ltait.:l, IV1d he will irclude details IIbaut their size an:! 

He was aw.d by the of <h.ina'. re11910us ed.itioes, Wllch he 

tells us, tiDe and again, _ "truly splerdid" or "Mgnitt.c.ltly decoI:ated." 7he 

he lert 1a ot Ql"8IIt val. to art historiana. althl:l.loj> the:)' !1lIIY wi&h hi! tw;I 

used a vilm: rarJJIl of aore CXIlC1'I!!tfI adjectives tD dr!IfIIr::I:'1be Iohat he _.10 

D.Irin; the pericd in his d.1ary, JOjin -a the _ voyage Ji!IPM 

to Olina, ard then within China, he by CMal, Ol" hone first 

rr:ar. Hanq-dlw to T't-t'ai, then to X'ai- farq, to IU'd finally bid< to 

(the a:dam Ningp:». JOjin c:anotuUy tha tec:fln:>lcgy, 

and inYol....t. n- entd_ o:..titut. II sub<rt:.antial 

portkn of the diuy. Vlictl th.8 otters an .....,.].lent pietw:e. of OUna'a Ill.........th. 

cenb.Iry tnnoportat1on systm. both CM:lnI(WJ an:!. <bDaatie, alCll'"q with _deus 

details of econca1c lit •. 

In the first rrttty to h.l.. diary, JCj1n rucconk ru.. with the 

".up mst.ers-.,m. ij of tha ou.r- that OQl].d taM hi-. IIld h1a dia:ipl_ to 

China, an!. he ... pnc:.l.Mly hew IIldI he paid toe their pu8III9It. D.Irlnq the 

t.. 1HK::r"U- ravigaticnal I:AIctlni.cpIB thet r&YeIIl the or the 

ow- alth:ujt t.. al.o mt.- tlIat they rea:a1:aI. to prayer ard divination 

9nua is III tra nn1ition or the 8CDeWhat cryptic oriq1nal. otU.dl __ 

literally _ to say, MEad> ubi with III sut.n. ard timt the o::aplet.. 

tripitaka." 

eros ortudy in art hiftDry tlIat uses the diary extGn8ively. _ 

C. Sqler. An DIp!rial 'I'aIple or Morthem 9.Dlg.

JQgn.Jl oC the lMrican OriMltal SOO!ety 68.1 (3aruary-Mud\. 1948) Rl. 
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..twl they radad tD obtain III favwable vim. At thII cd or the cUary. the 

ia aaaohot 1_ ccn:nt:.. he the tD eerd II.ia 1lliIcipl_ 

tedt to with the he Ivd in auna. in:::lud1n;J III I!Illbrtanti.a. 
libnry oC fb:WIist teI<:ta. 

within China JOjin tmYeled exten!Iively t7t IxIe.t O\IW riwn am canal... He 

1II8t.1c:ul.w8ly rec:tea'dII the cpenticn am n:utf!B or the inl.ard "IIt:enIRy &yIJtmI: how 

II.ia beat poRR«I t:.hrc::u'Il loc:b ot" _ MJled a.oer duB \Win;! winches. the 

bcidgoB variws eype. thst. <=:88Ed the watezways. the he p!IS88d thn>.ql.. 

am the he tnvele:l. e!ICb day. It. alm pr.;r.rides .:::cn:ak datails. am u 

the ocst or hlr:irt;I the bce.t tlIat bxlk h.iJI EIIIt or the way rra. IIarq-chou to 

'l"ien-t'ai (two .uin)l; or '*Ih in ao:Ivan::le. four to .be paid later 11/5/3)) IIrd then 

the paid tor the ard bearers tlIat c:arried hJ.. wr1 hia goo:xk the 

final cUst:ance (300 cuh to e!ICb of el8Yftl laIx:ren. pl. ... 220 for.ala [1/5/11)). 

Later • ..mn h1a party _ tn.velin;! to X'ai-tenj lit qcyeznaent he rates 

that IIfIIberI; of the beat·. er... were able to taka actvarrtar;,e ot h1a statu.. ard 

-.qqle cp;;d&; t'raI the acuth into the capital.. 

Iot>en he traveled Cl'll'Ulan1 t'raI K'ai-fen:j to he use:t the <;JCMlnQ!nt 

ayst. of postal relay statklr.. At nguJ.ar intervala the staticn. lo09re 

to He o;ivea the NUIe oC fI!IdI relay fItatiCIn. 

-=tI atable. and the .in, he /IIIQiM III ayst. that 

.-:ot:hly am ett1cl...uy: lit virtually all or thII IMI1Y alcrq the 

IWte. h1a party vas lIbla to obtain the ten tiWIh Kia 
ecperlenoes daa;o.tLttte the of by 

tRnIIportaticn in thII al.......th OIInI:!,Iry.U 

In his t:nro..la • .1Ojin pili-'. any of China'. gnat 
notably su-chcu am K·lIIi-fflrq. He offen III perticu.larly lively fI<D:Qlt 

or the first city he saw. with oolortul dIStails at III nkJlt 
mrlGet tharu: 

At 8:00 Ship alcrq with Lin Nien-larq tf and Li 

Edt-lanq f:,;. . joined. .... and we all '-Ult to _ the lIIUMtplaco. 

It _ deoaI."IIItecl. With nu:e tnuun.. At en. 

:IIUIIpI!rded in • row were two or thraa CJl- l.antenw. each 

cna lit. 'the larv- ere. weR five or six i.rchM the -.u 
thrall or frur 1n:tI.. 'lhey weno brq in rr.:r.c. or tNeLY shop and 

..... colanId nod, CI[" 1oIUte. Salle b.lil.d1n;III WfIn; dealnted with 

jaMled 0Jrtau.. 
t1thems or played tluo.. am the I'UII!:I:I:I\B JIIIWlc8cI 

perfonm'B weR wcncSartW.ly Wtilled. At.o. water _ "-' to IJia)(e 

variooll della danca. tlMt ckImI. or spout watar. 'I'Wo or tlaD spin 

IUU.II1d like dMclrq bolo op<>.lted watar ft'Cm their DnIths to 

11 H>y....a SacSao!"iUi 'I'Qa6 1idoi rp tfttij, to chl'bI d!,J;u DO k!!ntyji 

"'" 
-- exter'8ive I8e oC Jo3in·. diary in analyzirq &nil ayvt.em. Kia 

rMMEdl al.o <iliIrlty mrtt dIrtai.ls in the diary. 



the height of taur or ri .... teet, two ~ W!IOU!;" rive tllolrt rrc. their 
e.1b;ro,. [to ..w. t.haI tum?], and two galloped en~. All 

tr;ogoIther, t:ta.:r. wrtl .:ore than 100 00l1~ about five ~ 

tall~ a hiqI. platlDZ1l. I ~ poMibly dMct'iDa all their eleYw 

trldca. ~ IoIho watchIid .... ",iVlll'! a 041 a t tea and had to pay aw 

"'"". 
1hII ~ _ KIn than thirty blodc:a12 t1"ca aut to ~ 

and KIn than thirty blodc:a 1'taI north to aouth. 1hII great aven... weN 

aw blodt apart, b.Jt the 1ll18)'8 IPIDered in the hurdracis or ~. 

I ~ dll8cribe 1111 the ~ activity. on. street:. and star. 

throrqed with. s:lljl~. A 4rir'lk of tea trail a allver ~ 0<l6t MCtI at 

\& ON ouh. (I/5/22) 

.JOjin _ the njqtJt -.rt.t. in ~ ..tv:Jrtly a fter he had arrlV'llld in Odna. 

since thenI otI.Ild hIIve beI!n h:II:hirq 11loa it in ~ .Japan, he .... ~ by 

the oolor and vltality at the __ and 10 lett WI ~ly lively a<:IIXU1t. 

l.lI.ter, when he pIIII..:l thrcugh SU-dw::u, tor~, he WI;W.d ah'ply nate t:Mt "the 

<XDIBI.'clal. activity in the 'II&l'Icaqll_ .... ext:n~," (Ill/51/4) ~ h1a 

dMc:rJ.pt.!gn to a t~ite b.Jt CXI'IYWItJ.onal IqIlII:"lati.... MIl had beoc:lI-. UMd to 

ow-~ and no lc::n::1'81:' telt the I1IIIIIId. to 1_ a cktail.ed acx;DlI'It . "In 

one reuptr::t, ~, JOjin' . dea::rJ.pt.!gn at IW'q-CtIcu ~ typical: he c:arefUlly 

noted the ca:.t of a ~ of t.. ~ his diary, he &ltif\ll.ly reoorded IIIIII1'f 

at h1a .,.... tor ~, the t_ c:hu9ad at pilllc batt. (frail 10 cub 111 

~ [t/4/21) to perhapa l1li IIl.ICh all 100 cuh 111 !<lIi-tan; [VlI/4/7]), the prica 

at stztoW Ardab: (80 cash 1t/4/17]) or rain hat. (trail 50 to 550 cash t/4/15l, ll), 

and the coat at both rwltin;J and Wyin;J ~ in lC'ai-taJi (rental: 1 strin;J 500 

cash ~ ~ tor 51 b:JraM IlV/lO/ll] ; ~: 20 strJrgs, 1ncludirq 115 tax, tor 

1 ~ (lV/ IO/3O)). 

ltwI r-.titq JUs <iesa"ipt.1cn of Har'q-dlw, one JUSt kIIIIIp in aird that ..... he 

vW~ the city in 1072, it _ ..naly a PftlV1nc1a1 oapi tal; it _ not ~ the 

great ..trqm~ it WI;W.d ~ in the yean atter lUI Vw'I the So.:them surq 
established it. oapital tt.n. 'ItUI, one 1mr;J.u- that the marbtp~ in 

K'ai-tan; ..t have been ~ .:ore iJlpEMsiYe, rut ~tely, he did not 1_ 

a ~ at thM, in ptIrt. ~ l1li l1l'i hcrDnId 9I..t at state, he _ ro 

lagIor 10 rr. to wnder abr;o.It and cmer..~. ~ the ~, !WI 

cIeooc::r1pticn of eJ.ty lite in x'a!-tan; ~ ~1ntin;I1y~. still, IUs diary 

~ a r-:1naUn:, !O.Il"Ca of int'cne.tien CII'i sung ~tiCII'i and ~. 

12 IT ,a ctlanctar 10tlictl 111 early .J~ 1.IMI'l' a:u1d ret&" IdthBr to a 

city bl.oct; ~taly 400 t..t ~ in the Ha1an capital, or to a Wl.it at 

diBtan;» ~ to ~taly 360 t..t. It ~ rot Illt.:gethar cl.e!Ir 10bictI -.Irq 
~ 1ntadad t.n, b.Jt the tirst of U- -ung. _ .:ore liJcIeJ.y. n..n.r. the 

dIBractC ~ l.-;1 in the aeocnl ~. 

II 

~ his stay in auna, J'Ojin h!IId IXII'"8tant t\eal1n:ls with the ~. 

Shcrtly attu" M lUTiV'llld, ~ hi calh lin "ofticlal. ~toz:'" l'o'l t 
~ his ~ and tither collecta:l. &.It}' en thea- or dIm:v'dad a bribe 

(t/4/ 14,16, 18, 20). Next M h!IId tl;I uk the ~e;b.J,ral ofticlo t or penru;siCll'i to 

v~lt T·ion-t~ai. 'Ih8n l1li l'I0II, f~ war. regamm vith -..picJ.CII'i. and hI:n:e 

Da ~ om-~: <X1B at the IMIJtan at the IIhip that brour;j\t hia tn:m 

Jap!IJl, his iJri;eeper in ~, and the Chinese mermant who was to lICX:aIpIII'Iy 

hill u .lnterpret.er (t/4/26: 5/1,3; 1l/6/5) . Q'Q'! thege <hinMo had vo.x:f>otI for 
hill, a tnwtl. pena1t _ iawo:I., and i t _ c:hadta;t n'p3!ltedly l1li he prlCJClO'lO'dod to 

T'!en-t:'ai. Later ... d!a::o.oer, haoTuver, that it ..... nX ~ to hill pancnally, 

b.Jt rathm:" tl;I his 1nt:erpn!ter. Au a foreign ID'Ik who h!IId ~ ~y CII'i 

ow- ~, he hid ro stabJD at hill CM'I , and ~ly ottic.ial.s -. 

rIlluctant to deal vith h.1a directly. 

At T'ien-t'ai. he ~ pend.aicn to visit ~-t'ai, bit 10Clll !lUthcJritiea 

\oO,lld rot tab nospc:1rWibility tar letting IWI travel that tar and nferred the 

matter to the o.ntral~. word IOCII'I CUIe I:ftck that he h!IId been b:Jth 

granted pel'lli M len to ~ his pil9r~ to ~'ai and also ~ to IIR*I1' at 

the palaoe tor l1l'i a.d.I.enoe with the 8IpIln)r". l.ocal officials -..no ~ to 

arl'III'9I tor his trawl, llR"'ide a ~ eeoort, and 91 ... I\Uo a ~ 

stipen:I that BlRI tlw1 ca.oered the l!lIp!rI908 ot his 8I'ItlnI party (1/6/2, 

Il'/intercalary 717). MIl VIIS l'IOII rec:xJ:;ll\iud _ a ~ ot state. 'ItIe chvge in 

J'Ojin'. status eaIDIII with l'eIMrkable~. n. doc:I.r.81t trail the capital arrlve;t 

at T'ien-t'ai just ."... a mnth after .t"ojin h!IId ...mitted his petition ta visit 

1o\l-t'ai , IootlereIIII his co.n jOJm8'r' to the oepital req..U.nd tully two IIIX'Iths at 

~ trawl. Local official. had not WMtal to take I'IIIIPlIW1bility tor 

<IsclI11n:J !Dol' to tr..t a tORign visitor, b.Jt the 00!r1tral ~ wsted ro t1IM 

in ~ to rec»i .... J'ojin lIS l1l'i hor'ooncI. t~ ~. 

JOjin my nX haw otfera1 a lively &.crJ.pt.!gn of K'ai-faJi, rut he did leave 

a dstalled picbire of the palaos. He went then! tor iDpsrilll llI.Idierc:oes, one to 
-..J;o;lQS hia lIhortly after h1a lUTival, and a IIIIOCI"d one to aarIt his dspart>.Ire. CtI 

both oc:aIIiors ha oaretully ~ the prooDIre8 down to the ruotosi at times hi 

_ expected to IIhcut "Lcn;llivoe the ~l" (lV/ I0/22, vrII/4/2). Au nOCed, 

.JOjin also went to the ~ to ~plte 111 ~ t~ rain. 'It1e rituals 

pnMJd et:fectl .... attar cmy three days,. In tact, they ~ 10 -.11 that .Jo:Iin 
_ IOCII'I asIcII!Id to pay for the rain to CIeII88. JOjin was t'eWat'ded with pemiseion 

to ~ tor .........u days 111 the pIIl.aoe, \ot'IenI hII """ 1Il1~ to ""!V"de:r abr;o.It 

dlsezvin;J the ~ and~. Au t\Irther reoogn.it.i~, he .... awarded the 

title "GI:eat MIIstar~ .. (VII/3/1-12, VlII/4/4). 

Att:.er JOj11l tvaa arrl...t at T'1An-t;'ai, M C2,IIII to nIIllhe the bIp;Irtanoa of 

~ in a ~tiaUly acBinistered ~t.e. 'Ihen!tono, Da cqd.t into his 

diary all thcI!Ie hi hid I'«l8ived until thwt, and ha ~ to _ all the 

~<nJ with .any letters and J'OIIII'-he. I'«l8i...t Wring his tmwJ.s. 
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Itdl. he VilIS in the pro.'1noee, ..t ot the ~ o:::n:::arn h1JI ~ tor 
~ to t:.mI.W.. In the cepital, ..t relate to IWI audifrOM, h1JI PA)'WS 

far rain, the ~ for their _. and ~ he ~ to the ~. 

Cor ~e ~ pemislsion to amain ere of h1JI claciplea or dltain cq:Iies of 
newly pr1.ntf!d IIUUY. 

JOj in ~ to be in <hin!I at iii partiOllarly J.nt.erestJ.tq point in its 

politic:al hist:cIEy, tor the refomor Wi!Inq An-shih, at the hei<;tIt of his pcIoIIISr, was 
in the .J.dat of ptgIIllgBtirg ru.. t.... __ ~. ~ In )t'u-ferg, JOjin met sane 

of the tWpe&t-nridn;J oftkW., in::ludinq Man} ~!.}i and Fen) Chin;~ 1. ' 
""' ware the two viol GnU:d Cb.rdlan: Wen Y....-p;> t. J; 'ft' ,'ob:> aarved as a 
Military AfCaira O;mais&kner; and ~ 0l'1nJ ~ tl IItd 'I1I:'ai T·1rqi.:R!: • both of 

wt1CIJ were Kilitaty Aftaino Vice Chlnl .... lc;nen:. on h1JI way to !N-t'.i, JOjin was 

~y reoaived. by Liu Hsiaog ~1 Jl. . a>a of Wi!Inq AI'I-6tUh'. q::pcnentB then 

l'UlIt1cated to T'ai-yuan. IlJt ~(lE't:!Jnately. JOjin _ to have been totally 

IIl'IIIIoIano of both the Ntam polka. and the ~ tNt they had. 1U:O.I8OIId. He 

did, ~. cc:v.r' into hb; dJ.uy 0I'III proclmoation signec1 by lW'q An-sh1h: the 

doclaalt tNt MIIIIId hbII a qreat 1M5teT. In gonexal. JOjin _ nat;; ~tly 

interested in politic8 or ~. bJt he does otfer tlWCinatirg ql~ of 

both local ~t1on and ocurt JX'CIOD1nI. 

ClIril"JJ the SUi and T'arq d'j.,,\UU_. Japan hid lMinboined nq.llar dipl.c:aatic 

tiM with China. PwiocliaLllY. the Japanese \oICUld cllirpatdl. ~i_ that ~ 

tonally r.oeived I7f the 0Une8a COlrt. In the Il1d-n1nth cenb.lrY. hco.teYer, the 

J~ 10K their ernn.iaaa tor ~ ........,.. to China. ",., .1..- hid I>IIVU" 

vll11rf:l:ly aooeptecI the Ilbm:Un!I.te posbIre that the awv.-. ~ of fonaign 

viaitors. 1'txecYar, with the docl1ne of the T'anq, the J~ ~ cculd 

r¢ be I!Ul"e of iii p:opar rec:q:ti<rI.1.3 Since aur- III!IEd>ant &h4:e __ appearinJ 

in Japan with irlr:!reMirq ~i~. oontacts with China wen! ..no treop!nt than 

tIwy had ever t..'I, but by the u.e of JO:Iin'.~, lID ottk:i.al en/af bad 

been .-'It by the J~ tor .,.,.... two a.ltur1es. 

Aooordin:J to tnditicm.l au.- politiatJ. theory, the ow-~ ~ 
be pleased to receive tOA.iqn erlIIIJ)'* M}Q CBIIB, .tb:acted ~ the bplrial v.i.rtue, 
rut China lIaS net ~ to aeM t~~. 'lhe Sln;J, '-"er, _ 

tlu:Mtal8d I7f ~ ne1ghbora ard o:uld net .ttom to JIaintain 80 hIlugtrty as 

attibda. lnrrteId, the ~ _ en::r:o.u:age:l to acti.....u.y plrSla tri.erdly 

1t:In!CMIr, it pt"CWlta1 

~ trnde, 1<I11d'1 it then.~. 'Ihus, altl\rulll the J"P"f1"'&6 W$l'8 o:::ntent to 

n.)l.:i: diplOZK:y ard nIIilin paMi.... tmclJ.ng partnIcB, the S\n;l ~ to 

13 Pre-Suno;I S1rD-.1~ reJ.atigns 1m!! dJ ...... ....., in OIarl.otte ygn 

Venduer, 1M 861atiqw QCtiCt,'hw ell JoRqlayw:: 1. Q!.1no 01!X yrne lit 
lX!!! Slllcl_ (Paria, lJbra1rie Dmz, 1985) and 1ItJ' li'PI'-'n !'Q MldliZAr8 and the. 

FArl y Haian cant (Ollltd., Karvlm1 tJnivenrlty ·Prw8, 1986) W. 227-53. 

B:IQN: Son 'l'erd!l1 GQ30I 

~ ita pa!lC8t\ll and protitable t.iaJ with ita 1a1end ""Jqtlor. sira! the 

J~ emtt no oftic:ial ..... _1_ to the !Qq, the Chine&a c:alrt choIIot tD recei .... 

~ ..nat lotio had <Xa8 <:rl ~ as it they war. le:ptJ.a:ate 
__ -"".14 

JOjin _ aJ8 .ud"t 1lCI"Ik. Altl\rulll he. wiahId CJnl.y to vbit ChJ.M.'e rel1qioos 

oerrt.anJ, the ~, as nated, invited tWo to appear .t the. pal-. tor an auclI.ence 

with tha a.percr, ard ~y he _ tnoI!.tacI .... q.JeSt ot IJbI.te . Shortly 

attu he arrlwd in the capital, he _ <;liV8\ • Ibt of ~ that nJYAal 

~ ot the ow- tnt.er.t in JaplU': 

[()IIIsti<:rl]: \oI"Iat are Japan'. CI.I8b::ns? 

.o.r-r: 'lhe T'arq Il'jnaIIty toni! the baaill in oor 8baty ot tha civil and 

.-w_. 

().Ie&tkn: tI\rt ia the kin9 ot yaIr land 0!I.l..l.ed? 

m-r: ~ ia either called .~t-; 01" Clllied .~ rulAI:"!i. 

Q.>eot.iaH sira! yaIr land. ia very clesa to Min;J-chou, l<ItIy &l yoo. oot. 

IBinta!n caJtaet. with ChJ.M.? 

~: I do net knew tDI 1»Inf .u of ocean lie ~ ~ land end 

M.iJq-cb:r.I.. s.:- NY it ia III:lO than 7,000 U, CJthan, 5,000 U. 'lhe 

WlIYe!'I are tU4\ and then are ro harl::oJ:w,. a:ntact with adna ill 

d.itt1.cul.t tD mintain. 

~: WIIlt are the titl. ot yaIr land'. hiql. officiala? 

~: "... ia me Ilri- a1niIIter t.;rt *- !. ,C1'18 aini.atel"" of the lett 

.:! f: tt ' cna a1niatar ot the r~ { i ,C1'18 a1nister ot the Q8f1tar \tJ 
t..1f' tCJ.ll" _:101" QCU8I1on 1:. tfIIt ,.J.x lllid:Ue OOIJI"86lon t!d:f t , and 

ei9lt OJtWUltanta~tl. 'nlgIIIther, thMa oftieiale are kn:M"I as "-u.or 
. ".".. • .k trr . 
~: In y<:»r land, are the ~ in the !co.ir --=c-. the 

14 SIn} t~ Nlatiaw are dbo-' in the _ya in MOITia Pr8saI:>t, 
ad. , QWllI! !!!!QlQ rpM": 1ha MtMl e Kim'S!! N¥1 Ita NQ1sU!om, l oth-14th 

pent;uriM, (BerIaaley: U\l.versity ot cal.itornia ~, 1983) • . In partiwlar 

_ WN"q QrqIoo.!, "1ha R>ataric ot • ~ ~izw.: Early SIn} RI!latkroa with 

IU~. (W. 47-65) IUd Sh1be Yoah1ncl:u "9.Irr:I FtII."aign 'l"racIa: It. Sccpe 

IUd ~ (Il) . 89-115). 'lha $Irq c:alrt'. 1"'IIOIIpti<:n of J~ ~ 
ill Nlated in "Jih-pM ctuan, ~ efll the aoooont of Japan owearin9 in 
1iI!rJMIb1h't t ' c:t\. 191. FOr. tl:"ar-.l.t.i.on at thia t.t, ..... .1""", in 

t.bI CNrwe IM!Mtic ttitt.gri_, tr. RyUAaJa.I. 'I'IIo.IrIr:Icl, ad. L. ~ 

Goodrlctl (So.lth ~ Calitomia, ~ Aliatic: Ib~ roo 2, P.O. 

IUd Iali!l PeI:It1rw, 1951), W. 49-72. 'lha OW-, ..t.o wnJte JOjin'. ~ 

~4 ,wt.e:I his ~ at ~, M did not IIII!!I'ItiaJ the ChJ.l-. 

.ttaqltI to establiah ~ l1I1atiCftl with Japan as ac1bed belQ1. 



&De as in China? 

"'-r: In II!Y land, the ~ in the tCJur fIeIl!ICnB an> t:hoo ........ 

.... in China. 

Q.lestial: !ohm <roe goeB to JIIpUl ftQII Ml.n:j~, at Iotlat proY1n;:e and 

in 1Oh!It diatrict Ibm ""'" firBt lI.J:rl_, and hcoor tar is it ftQII there to 

thfiI city or the 1VIt.ia!.'a Idrq? 

Answer: Frcn Mirq-dlcu, ""'" arriva< at the harbor or Hakata in Oillruzen 

ProYinoe, Illzaif'll., in the natJ.c.i of JIIpUl) t:rc. the hartx>r to the city 

of t:hoo natial's kirq is 2,700 11. 

QIlest!cn: \<Ilat qoods ftQII China does ~ land """""'? 
Answer: FraI China, WI" land needs ~, 1III!dictn..s, tea-bowla, 

b.roaode, and ~ [used as a dye). 

QUeSticn: \<Ilat bBasta an there in ~ land? 

AnSWer: My land two no l1al8, el.e{:hants, tiqenI, sheep, peiIICCd(s, or 

parrots, rut it has all the other varieties. 

QlXII!Itia1: \<Ilat is the surTl!IIIiI or YQ<lr ki1q? 

Answer: My land'. king hila no aurnaIlIe. 

QUeSticn: Hew far ill YQ<lr land 1'ttIII the land of thfiI h!W:y pecple 

(preslIMbly the Airu]? 

Answer: I do not know hcoor far it is t:n:m the land of the hairy poq>le. 

(IV/IO/15) 

SaII9 of the cp!Sticns prt: to JOjin IIIQY SlJ',J;JII&t that aur....... intanost: in Japon 

was col.y !II IIlItter of idle curioeity or flWCiMtial .nth the mcctic. In fact., 

hcMNer, they 'to:*. his visit qrlu. ooriwsly and used it as IUl qplrtunity to 

I'8S\lIIe cUpl.arI!I.t1c ~ with JIIpIUl. /hIrtly bafDnl JOjin lett K'ai-ferJ] to ... 

ott his diIIclplee Vxl were returning to JIIpIUl, h1s interpreter arn::unoed that he 

had a..n rn.ptx.l ~ JOjin'" exalIple and wished to Ileoc:aIe .. 1Dlk. 'lh8 0Unese 

op.rennent: pnQ1tly gave him pena1asion to taM his va.oe. '!he former ~ 

lIllbsecp!ntly IIIOOaIp!II'Iia .1'oj11a's d1acJ.pl.es bade to JIIpUl, tak1rq with thai! gifts 

and IUl official IIIBS8!I<J8 t:rca the Chinese <D1rt. 

~'. cIecla.icn to ~ a KI1k may hawo t-al insptx.l as IILlCh by 

qoyenaent !n!Itruct.icroe as by JOjin's mample. 

Japaneee <D1rt nI<X>rdB laWl;" note the arrival ot JOjin'a diBcipl .... , h1s fonoer 

inborpreter, and their qifts and IIIB88IIg8 t:rca 0Una. sinoe the Jap!Sl1I!&ft had 1<8] 

since ~ d1pl.c.atic e>edwgee with the aun..e, they were WDertain hcoor to 

resp;:n;I. Finally, aft.ar tiYe yaarB of int:amal dobe.t:a, the JIIpIlnIIB8 <D1rt <iscldad 

to send qittll and a return '""""""I" to China. 'Iha Ch1nase ~tely sent IIDnI 

qifts and 1II1Other~. I!gIlin thu J~ ~idanId the .attar at len)t:h, and 

alter tour years again they uqx:ukid. In 1091 and 1116, the ~ aent turther 

B:H:EN: San '1'JpJ:!ai Ggi!!! 

JISEI9ItCJeI", b.rt; the Japanese 9hcwu! no ircliMtion to enter into rugular cUpl<D!!ltic 

eldII>ngeB.15 'Ib.Is, althwgh ~in Ilim3ftlf was not a cUplanat, his visit insp1nid a 

brief exctwl}e of otf icial ~ betwoen the Chinese and JIIplIl£!S8 <DJrte • 

siqdfiamtJ.y, it was the <hinese Vxl saJght. to establish IVlatiOlllll, a I'9\IQrSIll of 

tha1r lH.lII.l role urd8r other, 1IOl'e powerfUl, dynast.iee. 

Elovent.h-oantury Sino-Japanese relatiaJEI """"'" not lil:dted to cUplaIatic tiee. 

JOjin'a diary otters lIIIJIle ev1denc:e that Chineae ~ regularly sailed beboooen 

Ch.iM and JIIpUl. J"o1in had little ditfiaUty fin:ll.nJ a ship to take h.!.m to China 

and anath8r to take h1s disclpl .... lDm>. !oilen he passed thraJ'II Han:;J-dlcU <XI his 

IRq to see off his returning diaclples, hft was pleasantly swpr.iBed to moot ...mher 

\Ih> had just arrived, and while he was in China he was able to .....,d, letters to 

~. His interpreter had a..n to J!IplI.Il fi_ tmes, and he alIIo JIet a ICbrean 

"",Hor \h:.I spoke J~. All of t:heoe point to re::JJlar COI'It!Ict between Orlna IUd 

"_. 
~, in IUs dBalings with <hinese lICflkB IUd officials, he was orten asked 

abc:ut Japanese mnkIII \h:.I had been to China earlier in the SI.Irg and found traoes of 

their visits in the form of tE<ts and pa.int,iJ-qs. For eJClIl\'Ple, he cqlled into IUs 

diary a passags t:nJn Ywp Wen-kum t'an-yyan~ )({;: tt 1tJ ccn:e.rnin;J boo;) of the 

Japsnese IDlks Vxl had pn>OIrled Jo1in to SI.nJ China. '.Ibis work, row lost, was II. 

oollectiCfl of "taUw" by 'l'arq I,*,,11 (914-1020), IUl eIIIinent literabls. 16 'Ihe 

lKIlectial JOjin preservuI ~ the experiences the J!Ip!IllI!SE! and inclu:\es boo;) 

letters they moelved fnD hi<jl officials in Japan (V/12/29). JOjin's journey to 

ChiM. also inspiro:1lUl I!dd1tia'llll Japanese to IMke a s:iJlilar pilgriNqe to in 1062, 

and that IDIk too left a ~ travel diary, althcuJtl a very D1Ch shorter and less 

~ ...... 11 'Jb>s, .16jin not only left a reoord of sin:nJ~ CXJI'ltactB, he 

also stiDulated CClIlti.n.ied -=twge, both diplaMtic and DJltun.!. 

15 For II fUll ao:x:u1t ot U- cUplcmrt.ic e>ocharge9, includinq c1t1ltiqr; of 

the relevant primary sources, _ Kiody.'l Y...uill:o*t~~ , N1Js!sa tmIs;:! 

~s't(u~t(~, ruzarm, 1955), ~. 210-215. 

16 For a full disc:ussicn of t:his text, see FUjiyoshi MilBlDIIi, ~Jojin to Yo 

8.rIItD dan'en" ~ 4 l!:. ~ j 11 t* tL ,in Kwlsai 0lI.:lgalru :t6zoi GakuiutsY 
ISerr!Wo sSr1tsu sanl£Win" kinen roIb.1rEIii Ii' ~ 1;. ~ '* ~:t m,~ ~ ~t 
;t.] t ~ t Ji] ~ t~ t. ~ *:1 (SUita, IW&al Dai~ Slqpub.l, 1981), ~. 
221-241. 

17 'I1le t..xt of this diary, alon:J with !II useful sbidy, ~ in 010 

lfatsutoshi, "!f.1I.il<aku no ''Imoki', "f/t ... ;.tftiV~YI!kQku DlI.1ga!ru I'QI!Iit 
400-401 (Mart:h 1973), R> 501-531.> 




