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the height of four or five feet, two sprayed water five feet from their
elbows [to make them turn?], and two galloped on horseback. All
together, there were more than 100 dolls—each about five inches
tall—on a high platform. I cannot possibly describe all their clever
tricks. Myuaunwt&ﬂmgimaumarmmmmwme
cash.

The marketplace was more than thirty blocksl? from east to west
and more than thirty blocks from north to south. The great avenues were
one block apart, but the alleys mmbered in the hundreds or thousands.

I cannot describe all the commercial activity. The streets and stores

thronged with sightseers. A drink of tea from a silver cup cost each of

us one cash. (I/5/22)

J5jin saw the night market in Hang-chou shortly after he had arrived in China.
Since there could have been nothing like it in contemporary Japan, he was struck by
the color and vitality of the scene and so left an exceptionally lively account.
later, when he passed through Su-chou, for example, he would simply note that "the
cammercial activity in the marketplace was extra-ordinary," (III/9/4) reducing his
description to a favorite but corventional superlative. He had become used to
Chinese marketplaces and no longer felt the need to leave a detailed account. ‘In
one respect, however, JGjin’s description of Hang—chou is typical: he carefully
noted the cost of a ap of tea. Throughout his diary, he dutifully recorded many
of his expenses, for example, the fees charged at public baths (frem 10 cash in
Hang-chou [I/4/21) to perhaps as much as 100 cash in Kai-feng [VII/4/7]), the price
of straw sandals (80 cash [I/4/17]) or rain hats (fram 50 to 550 cash I/4/19, 23),
and the cost of both renting and buying horses in K’ai-feng (remtal: 1 string 500
cash per day for 9 horses [IV/10/23]; purchase: 20 strings, including 815 tax, for
2 horses [IV/10/30]).

¥hen reading his description of Hang-chou, one must keep in mind that when he
visited the city in 1072, it was merely a provincial capital; it was not yet the
great metropolis it would became in the years after 1138 when the Southern Sung
established its capital there. Thus, one imagines that the marketplaces in
K’ai-feng must have been even more impressive, but unfortunately, he did not leave
a description of them, in part because as an honored guest of state, he was no
longer so free to wander about and cbserve them. Whatever the reason, his
description of city life in K’ai-feng is disappointingly sparse. Still, his diary
remains a fascinating source of information on Sung transportation and commerce.

uEIT , a character which in early Japanese usage could refer either to a
city block approximately 400 feet square in the Heian capital, or to a unit of
distance equal to approximately 360 feet. It is not altogether clear which meaning
is intended here, but the first of these meanings seems more likely. Elsewhere the
character is used in the second meaning.
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GOVERNMENT

Throughout his stay in China, JGjin had constant dealings with the goverrment.
shortly after he arrived, someone he calls an "official investigator" B &
inspected his goods and either collected duty on them— or demanded a bribe
(I/4/14,16, 18,20). Next he had to ask the prefectural office for permission to
visit T'im—tfai. Then as now, foreigners were regarded with suspicion, and hence
he needed Chinese guarantors: one of the masters of the ship that brought him from
Japan, his innkeeper in Hang-chou, and the Chinese merchant who was to accampany
him as interpreter (I/4/26; 5/1,3; II/6/5). Once these Chinese had vouched for
him, a travel permit was issued, and it was checked repeatedly as he proceeded to
T/jen-t‘ai. ILater we discover, however, that it was not issued to him perscnally,
but rather to his interpreter. As a foreign monk who had appeared suddenly on
Chinese shores, he had mo status of his own, and accordingly officials were
reluctant to deal with him directly.

At T'ien-t’ai, he requested permission to visit Wu-t‘ai, but local authorities
would not take responsibility for letting him travel that far and referred the
matter to the central govermment. Word soon came back that he had been both
granted permission to make his pilgrimage to Wu-t’ai and also ordered to appear at
the palace for an audience with the emperor. Iocal officials were instructed to
arrange for his travel, provide a goverrment escort, and give him a generous
stipend that more than covered the expenses of his entire party (1/6/2,
II/intercalary 7/7). He was now recognized as a guest of state. The change in
J6jin’s status came with remarkable speed. The document from the capital arrived
at T’ien-t’ai just over a month after JGjin had submitted his petition to visit
Wu-t‘ai, whereas his own journey to the capital required fully two months of
uninterrupted travel. Local officials had not wanted to take responsibility for
deciding how to treat a foreign visitor, but the central goverrment wasted no time
in determining to receive Jojin as an honored foreign guest.

J6jin may not have offered a lively description of K’ai-feng, but he did leave
a detailed picture of the palace. He went there for imperial audiences, one to
welcome him shortly after his arrival, and a second one to mark his departure. On
both occasions he carefully recorded the procedures down to the mmber of times he
was expected to shout "Long live the emperorl® (IV/10/22, VIII/4/2). As noted,
Jojin also went to the palace to participate in prayers for rain. The rituals
proved effective after only three days. In fact, they worked so well that JGjin
was soon asked to pray for the rain to cease. JGjin was rewarded with permission
to remain for several days in the palace, where he was allowed to wander about
cbserving the buildings and gardens. As further recognition, he was awarded the
title “Great Master Shan-hui" (VII/3/1-12, VIII/4/4).

After Jojin has arrived at T’ien-t’ai, he came to realize the importance of
doauments in a bureaucratically administered state. Therefore, he copied into his
diary all those he had received until then, and he contimued to save all the
doaumerts—along with many letters and poems—he received during his travels.
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While he was in the provinces, most of the documents concern his requests for
permission to travel. In the capital, most relate to his audiences, his prayers
for rain, the rewards for their success, and requests he made to the goverrment,
for example asking permission to ordain one of his disciples or cbtain copies of
newly printed sutras.

Jojin happened to be in China at a particularly interesting point in its
political history, for the reformer Wang An-shih, at the height of his power, was
in the midst of promilgating his famous "New laws." In K’ai-feng, J6jin met same
of the highest-ranking officials, including Wang Kueif 31 and Feng hing}E ¥
Wmmmv@mmﬂm:mrmi}%ﬁ' , who served as a
Military Affairs Camissioner; and Wu Ch'ung £ %) arﬂ'l‘s’ai'r’.‘.rqﬁ.m,bathof
whom were Military Affairs Vice Camissioners. On his way to Wu-t’ai, J&jin was
mmmymimwmm%!ﬁ,mofmmﬂﬂh'swm
rusticated to T'ai-yuan. But unfortunately, J&jin seems to have been totally
unaware of both the reform policies and the controversy that they had aroused. He
did, however, copy into his diary one proclamation signed by Wang An-shih: the
doaument that named him a great master, In general, Jojin was not greatly
interested in politics or goverrment, but he does offer fascinating glimpses of
both local administration and court procedure.

FOREIGN RELATTONS

During the Sui and T'ang dynasties, Japan had maintained reqular diplamatic
ties with China. Periodically, the Japanese would dispatch embassies that were
formally received by the Chinese court. In the mid-ninth century, however, the
Japanese lost their enthusiasm for sending envoys to China. The Japanese had never
willingly accepted the subordinate posture that the Chinese expected of foreign
visitors. Moreover, with the decline of the T'ang, the Japanese ambassadors could
not be sure of a proper reception.l? Since Chinese merchant ships were appearing
in Japan with increasing regularity, contacts with China were more frequent than
they had ever been, but by the time of JGjin’s pilgrimage, no official ermvoy had
been sent by the Japanese for over two centuries.

According to traditional Chinese political theory, the Chinese emperor might
be pleased to receive foreign envoys who came, attracted by the imperial virtue,
hut China was not supposed to seek foreign intercourse. The Sung, however, was
threatened by powerful neighbors and could not afford to maintain so haughty as
attitude. Instead, the goverrment was encouraged to actively pursue friendly
diplomatic relations with China‘s foreign neighbors. Moreover, it promoted
overseas trade, which it then tawed. Thus, although the Japanese were content to
neglect diplamacy and remain passive trading partners, the Sung sought to

13mangshwmemtmumﬁmmmm“
I¥e Siécles (Paris. Lunairiemw. 1985) nrﬂwmmmmﬂﬂ_m
Early Heian Court (Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1986) pp. 227-53.
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strengthen its peaceful and profitable ties with its island neighbor. Since the

Jmsmtmofﬂcialaﬂnssiastoﬂa&rq,ﬂndﬂmsecmrtdﬂtormiw

mistnﬂmwm“ampilgrimgsuirﬁmymleqitimte
ambassadors. 14

J5jin was one such monk. Although he wished only to visit chima’s religious
m,ﬂﬂm,umted,imlmdhjmtamatmmfurmamim
withﬂna:pemr,mﬂsﬂ:sequently!nmtmatadungmstofm. Shortly
nftarhearriwdinﬂncapital,hewgivmalhtofqnstimth&tml
samething of the Chinese interest in Japan:

[Question): What are Japan’s custams?

Answer: The T'ang Dynasty forms the basis in our study of the civil and

martial arts.

Question: What is the king of your land called?

Answer: He is either called "emperor" £ ¥ or called "sage ruler¥%.

Question: Since your land is very close to Ming-chou, why do you not

maintain contact with China?

Answer: I do not know how many li of ocean lie between my land and

Ming—chou. Smeuyithmam?,own,ms,mou. The

mmmmmmmm.mﬂﬂamh

difficult to maintain.

Question: what are the titles ofyuxlmﬂ'shimofficinls?

Answer: There is cne prime minister K§{£E , one minister of the left

%4+ & , one minister of the right 5% B , ope minister of the center ]

AE ﬂwrmjormnﬁelm‘kﬁs ,Bixniddlemmlm'{’{mt and

eight consultantsi} . Together, these officials are known as “senior

‘noblest y fE7 .

Question: mwlmﬂ,mﬂnwmﬂﬁmm&e

14amrmim1matiwmmmtmmyainmismbi

m {Barkﬂey Imive:sity of ml:.fm:rﬁa Press, 1983). In paxtia.:lar
see Wang Gungwu, "The Fhetoric of a Lesser Empire: Early Sung Relations with
Its Neighbors" (pp. 47-65) and Shiba Yoshindbu “Sung Foreign Trade: Its Scope
and Organization" (pp. 89-115). The Sung court’s reception of Japanese monks
is related in "Jih-pen dman,"ﬂﬂ'g the account of Japan appearing in
Sung-shih ¥ @ , ch. 191. For a translation of this text, see Japan in.

the Chinese Dypastic Histories, tr. Ryusaku Tsunoda, ed. L. Carrington
Goodrich (South Pasadena California, Perkins Asiatic Monograghs mo. 2, P.D.
and Tona Perkins, 1951), pp. 49-72. The Chinese, who wrote Jojin’s name
‘zﬁﬁ_‘. mmdhhwmatmmt,mtdidmtmlmtmm
attempts to establish reqular relations with Japan as descibed below.
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same as in China?

Answer: In my land, the temperatures in the four seasons are the same
as in china.

Question: When one goes to Japan from Ming-chou, at what province and
in what district does one first arrive, and how far is it from there to
the city of the nation’s king?

Answer: From Ming-chou, one arrives at the harbor of Hakata in Chikuzen
Province, Dazaifu, in the nation of Japan; from the harbor to the city
of the nation’s king is 2,700 1i.

Question: What goods from China does your land need?

Answer: From China, our land needs fragrances, medicines, tea-bowls,
brocade, and sapan—wood [used as a dye].

Question: What beasts are there in your land?

Answer: My land has no lions, elephants, tigers, sheep, peacocks, or
parrots, but it has all the other varieties.

Question: What is the surmame of your king?

Answer: My land’s king has no surnmame.

Question: How far is your land from the land of the hairy people
[presumably the Airu]?

Answer: T do not know how far it is from the land of the hairy pecple.
(IV/10/15)

Same of the questions put to J6jin may suggest that Chinese interest in Japan
was only a matter of idle curiocsity or fascination with the ewotic. In fact,
however, they tock his visit quite seriously and used it as an opportunity to
resume diplamatic exchanges with Japan. Shortly before JGjin left K’ai-feng to see
off his disciples who were returning to Japan, his interpreter announced that he
had been inspired by Jojin’s example and wished to became a monk. The Chinese
govermment pramptly gave him permission to take his vows. The former interpreter
subsequently accampanied Jojin’s disciples back to Japan, taking with them gifts
and an official message from the Chinese court. One suspects that the
interpreter’s decision to become a monk may have been inspired as much by
govermment instructions as by Jojin’s example.

Japanese court records later note the arrival of Jojin’s disciples, his former
interpreter, and their gifts and message from China. Since the Japanese had long
since abandoned diplomatic exchanges with the Chinese, they were uncertain how to
respond. Finally, after five years of internal debate, the Japanese court decided
to send gifts and a return message to China. The Chinese immediately sent more
gifts and ancther message. Again the Japanese considered the matter at length, and
after four years again they responded. In 1097 and 1116, the Chinese sent further
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messages, but the Japanese showed no inclination to enter into regular diplamatic
exchanges.1® Thus, although J6jin himself was not a diplomat, his visit inspired a
brief exchange of official messages between the Chinese and Japanese courts.
significantly, it was the Chinese who sought to establish relations, a reversal of
their usual role under cther, more powerful, dynasties.

Eleventh-century Sino-Japanese relations were not limited to diplamatic ties.
J5jin’s diary offers ample evidence that Chinese merchants reqularly sailed between
China and Japan. J6jin had little difficulty finding a ship to take him to China
and another to take his disciples home. When he passed through Hang—chou on his
way to see off his returmning disciples, he was pleasantly surprised to meet ancther
who had just arrived, and while he was in China he was able to send letters to
Japan. His interpreter had been to Japan five times, and he also met a Korean
sailor who spoke Japanese, All of these point to reqular contact between China and
Japan.

Moreover, in his dealings with Chinese monks and officials, he was often asked
about Japanese monks who had been to China earlier in the Sung and found traces of
their visits in the form of texts and paintings. For example, he copied into his
diary a passage from Yang Wen-lng t’an-vuanf X 25§ %)  concerning two of the
Japanese monks who had preceded Jojin to Sung China. This work, now lost, was a
collection of "talks" by Yang 11:831'5, (974-1020), an eminent literatus.1® The
selection J6jin preserved recounts the experiences the Japanese and includes two
letters they received fraom high officials in Japan (V/12/29). J&jin’s journey to
China also inspired an additional Japanese to make a similar pilgrimage to in 1082,
and that monk too left a second travel diary, although a very much shorter and less
interesting one.l? Thus, J&jin not only left a record of Sino-~Japanese contacts, he
also stimilated contimued exchange, both diplomatic and cultural.

15 For a full account of these diplomatic exchanges, including citations of
the relevant primary sources, see Kimiya Ymﬂu.‘.m)::,#ﬁg Nikka bunka
Kbryiishi 8§ 210 5T (Tokyo, Fuzambo, 1955), pp. 270-275.

16 por a full d_tsalsslcn of tms text, see Fujiyoshi Masumi, "JGjin to Yo

s e L7 KA

¢ in Kansai Daigaku THzai Gakujutsu
ks ai (e k5 £ 5 HI T 4
Ra= Tﬁ]ff-f,a@"’ﬁxﬁ (Suita, Kansai Daigaku Shupparibu, 1981), po
227-247.

17 The text of this diary, along with a useful study, appears in Ono
Katsutoshi, "Kaikaku no “Tosoki’,"s¥~ §¥47, Ryukokn Dajgakn ronshi
400-401 (March 1973), pp 507-531.>






